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Next Affiliates Committee 

Meeting will be held in  

Septmeber. 

Please send all queries and  
submissions  relating to the 

newsletter to  
Rosie Stroud at the  

Eastern Goldfields Historical 
Society. 

eo@kalgoorliehistory.org.au or 

Did you know the RWAHS Book 
Shop have more WA History 
books for sale, than any other 
Book Shop.  
 
Open Monday to Friday 10am 
to 4pm, situated  at 109 Stirling 
Hwy (corner Baird St), 
Nedlands. WA 6010. 
 
 www.histwest.org.au under 
services, History West Shop or 
for any queries please see the 
contact details below. 
 
If you have a book  or know of 
a book that you would like the 
Book Shop to stock please 
contact the  
Book Shop -
bookshop@histwest.org.au or  
9386 3841. 

 

Kalamunda & Districts Historical 
Society on Facebook and 

Instagram 
 

Here at Kalamunda, we are very lucky 

to have two young volunteers who are 

still studying at higher level education. 

Lochlan Watts has been coming to 

Kalamunda History Village for a long 

time, as his grandmother is a long-

term volunteer and would bring him 

when school allowed. Indiana Shailes has been 

with us for a few years now.  When we first suggested that we needed to 

upgrade our social media profile Lochie and Indie were very keen to be involved. 

 

Over the past two years they have posted weekly on both platforms and most 

recently have been posting 

about the Parmateer family 

who settled in the Bickley 

Valley.  This 3-part post 

garnered over 26,000 views 

and over 11,000 interactions! 

This also translates to visitors. 

 

Lochie also discovered a very 

useful site called “Inherit” 

which is a data base of 

Municipal inventories and 

State Registers.  He also discovered that 

we had 7 sites on the State Heritage Register. 

 

Their research into the Blue Goose plane crash was most extensive in Gooseberry 

Hill, and they pulled together all of our archival material which was scattered 

over several archival envelopes. So, if you haven’t already started with social 

media, I would thoroughly recommend you do so. Start by following Kalamunda 

History Village on both Instagram and Facebook.  

Affiliated Societies  
of the Royal Western Australian Historical  Society 

Newsletter  

Mrs Palmateer with daffodils for sale 

The first "house" of the Palmateers in Bickely Valley 

http://www.hiswest.org.au/
mailto:bookshop@histwest.org.au
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Your Committee Members 

An Affiliated Societies Committee is elected each year at the Annual State 

History Conference of Affiliated Societies.  This Committee acts in the interests 

of Affiliated Societies and is represented on the Society’s Council of 

management.  Representatives for 2025-26 are below: 

 

•Nick Drew – Convenor (RWAHS- Council Rep) - nickdrew@bigpond.com 

•Fiona Bush - Minute Secretary (Mundaring & Hills) - fiona.bush@icloud.com 

•Ashleigh Murch (Denmark) - ashleigh.murch@gmail.com 

•Marilyn Gazeley (Cervantes) - cervantes50th@hotmail.com 

•Lyn O’Hara (South Perth) - lynn@eon.net.au 

•Rosie Stroud (Eastern Goldfields) - eo@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

•Richard Offen  (President RWAHS) - richardoofen@outlook.com 

•Jacqui Huntley (Wanneroo & Districts) - huntleyjacqui@gmail.com 

•Natalie Evans (Collections WA) - natalie.evans@amaga.org.au 

•Trish Parker  (Irwin Districts Historical Society) - Trishpark@bigpond.com 

• Wendy Garstone (Bayswater Historical Socisty) - wendygarstone@gmail.com 

 

Please feel free to contact anyone on the committee if you have a query or 

concern.  

 DISCLAIMER 

Accuracy of facts or the 

opinions expressed in any of the 

articles of this newsletter, are 

not necessarily those of the 

Royal Western Australian 

Historical Society and the 

Society cannot accept 

responsibility of any action 

taken as a result of statements 

contained within.  

 Swan River Pioneers 1829-1838 (Inc.) 
From Humble Beginnings to a Thriving Society - The Swan River Pioneers 1829–1838 (Inc.) (SRP) was 

established to unite descendants of early Western Australian settlers and preserve their stories for future 
generations. From its earliest meetings, attended by only a few passionate family historians, the Association has 
grown steadily into a respected organisation with members across Western Australia, Australia and 
internationally. 

 
Why 1829–1838?  The chosen timeframe reflects the formative years of the Swan River Colony, spanning from 
its official founding in 1829 to 1838, by which time the Colony had gained stability and many of the families 
that would shape its future had arrived. Notably, this period also aligns with the years when Captain James 
Stirling, the Colony’s founding Lieutenant-Governor (later Governor), was in charge. His administration 
managed the challenging transition from a fragile outpost to a community establishing its institutions, farms 
and settlements. By 1838, the foundations of colonial society were well established, making this decade a 
logical focus for the Association. 

Purpose and Activities - The Association exists not only to foster fellowship among descendants but also to 
support  research, education, and public recognition of the Colony’s foundation years. SRP publishes regular 
newsletters and the Settlers Gazette, hosts guest speakers, organises tours of heritage sites, and encourages 
members to share family stories, photographs, and records. 

A valued tradition of the Association is issuing Certificates of Descendency to members who can demonstrate 
their lineage to a Swan River settler between 1829 and 1838. Each application undergoes a thorough review 
process to ensure genealogical records are accurate and the certificates’ historical integrity is preserved. This 
process requires patience and careful verification but greatly enhances both individual family histories and the 
community’s collective heritage. 
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Growth and Contribution  - Recently, SRP has expanded its focus to include the roles of women and children in the 
early settlement era, ensuring a comprehensive view of colonial life. The Association also actively participates in 
community events, notably WA Day, acknowledging the sacrifices and achievements of those who established new 
lives in challenging conditions.  

This growth has been driven by the dedication of volunteers, who manage membership records, review certificate 
applications, plan events and maintain partnerships with heritage organisations. The adoption of digital tools and 
online platforms has further improved the Society’s ability to connect with members, share family histories and 
efficiently preserve records. 

 

Upcoming Annual General Meeting  -The Association’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held in 

October at the Swan Valley Adventure Centre. The AGM offers members the chance to elect the Committee for the 
upcoming year, review the activities of the past twelve months and help shape the future direction of the Society. 
Members are encouraged to attend, share their views and play an active part in guiding the ongoing work of the 
SRP. 

Looking Forward -  Starting from humble beginnings, Swan River Pioneers 1829–1838 Inc. has grown into a dynamic 
and progressive society. The Association stays true to its original goal of honouring the pioneers of the Swan River 
Colony, while embracing new opportunities and challenges. Through its publications, activities, and traditions such 
as the Certificates of Descendency, SRP makes sure the stories of the first settlers are remembered and remain 
relevant for future generations.  

Current Members and descendants are warmly invited to take part by attending the AGM, applying for a Certificate 
of Descendency or encouraging family and friends with links to the Swan River Colony to join the Association. 
Together, we can ensure that the legacy of the pioneers is remembered, celebrated, and preserved. 
 
Submitted by Kim Edwards 

Swan River Pioneers 1829-1838 (Inc.) continued 

Manjimup Historical Society  
Timber Industry and Forestry workers Memorial  by Ian Wilson 
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Manjimup Historical Society Continued  

 

 

Ian Wilson 

 

Manjimup Historical Society  
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Celebrating Our Open Day and Looking Ahead  
The Corrigin Pioneer Museum has had a memorable year, highlighted by the success of our Open Day on Sunday, 

4 May 2025.  

This special event brought together visitors from across the Wheatbelt to celebrate the pioneering heritage of 

our district. 

 

The day featured guided tours of the museum’s heritage buildings and machinery displays, offering guests the 

chance to  step back in time and experience the daily lives of early settlers. Our volunteers proudly demonstrat-

ed restored vintage  farm equipment and shared stories connected to the collection, bringing history to life for 

both long-time residents and  first-time visitors. 

 

Community stalls added to the festive atmosphere, with local produce, crafts, and refreshments available 

throughout the day.  Families enjoyed children’s activities and the relaxed country setting, making the event a 

genuine gathering of community spirit.  The Open Day also provided a valuable opportunity to connect with new 

supporters and highlight the importance of preserving  our local history for future generations. 

 

The Corrigin Pioneer Museum was founded in the 1970s by volunteers passionate about safeguarding the stories 

of the Wheatbelt.  Over time, it has grown into one of the region’s leading heritage attractions, featuring herit-

age-style buildings, restored machinery, and a wide range of domestic and social history displays. Today, the mu-

seum continues to be operated entirely by  volunteers, and its success is a testament to their commitment and 

the strong support of the community. 

 

Looking ahead, we are excited to announce a new event for next year – the Dusty Boots Festival, which will be 

held at the  museum on Saturday, 4 April 2026 (Easter weekend). This heritage-themed festival will feature live 

music, food vendors,  children’s rides, market stalls, and of course, our much-loved museum displays. With an 

expected attendance of several  hundred visitors, it promises to be a lively celebration of Wheatbelt history and 

culture. 

 

The Corrigin Pioneer Museum is proud to be part of the network of affiliated historical societies across Western 

Australia,  and we look forward to continuing to share our district’s heritage with the wider community. 

 

Submitted by Ken Baldwin 

The South Perth Historical Society had the perfect weather for Wattle Day and feedback has 
been so positive. The stalls operated by charities all received significant donations and the 
atmosphere was, as said to us, ‘joyful’. Gumnut children and dogs dressup competitions 
were popular.  
 
The day finished with the Phillip Pendal Youth Heritage Awards and all winning entries are 
displayed in Heritage until November. Oliver Newman won the major award based on some 
original Second World War research. He is helping to curate our next exhibition about South 
Perth and Wars, to open in November. The Old Mill Theatre next door is having a musical, 
Mates, at this time too.  
 
On Sunday 21 September at 2pm in the South Perth Bowling Club Lucy Hair is giving a talk about UWA’s Two Centuries of 
Chinese Heritage Project. South Perth is proud of its Chinese market gardens.  
 
Submitted by Anthea Harris  

Corrigin Pioneer Museum 

South Perth Historical Society 
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Fremantle History Society  
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Fremantle History Society  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


